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FROM THE PUBLISHER

MEMORABLE MARRIAGES 
AND MAGIC NUMBERS

I remember working at a gas station in 
my high school years and talking with 
a customer who said he was in town 
for his five-year class reunion. I recall 
thinking how I could not even begin 
to relate to what life would be like five 
years after graduating from high school. 
That seemed like an eternity, at least to 
this 15-year-old. Then graduation came 
and went. And so did my five-year class 
reunion. And my 10-year. And 15. And 
20. And 25. And 30. And 35. Somewhere 
along the line, I got old.

I also recall reading my hometown 
newspaper and seeing photos of couples 
who were celebrating their 50th wedding 
anniversaries. Those people seemed an-
cient. Well, Jolene and I have now been 
married nearly 29 years, so we are more 

than half-way there, and 
I look forward to the sec-
ond half of the journey.

In the meantime, 
much can be learned 
from those who have 
been married for 50 
years or more. When I 
was in my 20s, a man 
who had been married 
that long told me to “give 
your sweetheart a kiss and tell her you 
love her every day.” Another said to re-
member to “forgive and forget.” And yet 
another very honest man told me, “Hear-
ing loss isn’t all that bad.”

Malcolm Gladwell wrote in his best-
selling book, “Outliers,” that “10,000 
hours is the magic number of great-

ness.” He says, in order to be an expert at 
anything, you need to first put in 10,000 
hours doing it. The older I get, the more 
this seems to hold true. As those of you 
who are married know, marriage also 
takes work... and time... and under-
standing. Those things are not learned 
overnight.

Every marriage is different, as are each 
of those who choose to tie the knot, but 
there are some underlying principles 
that seem to carry through with couples 
who have made it work. In this month’s 
feature story, we share the stories of 
these folks who have made their mar-
riages memorable for 50 years or more.

I was back in my hometown recently, 
and I stopped by that old gas station. 
It changed names a few times over the 

years, but some things still looked the 
same. I told the young clerk behind the 
counter that I used to work there 40 
years ago. He looked at me with that 
same look I gave the guy going to his 
class reunion. Someday, he, too, might 
understand.

Thanks for reading. n

Shane Goodman
Editor and Publisher
Panora Times
515-953-4822, ext. 305
shane@dmcityview.com

Shane 
Goodman
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PANORA TIMESPAGE 6  |  FEBRUARY 2024 www.panoratimes.com

gether. 
“On March 4, we’ll have been married 

64 years,” said Gary.
Both Norma and Gary said they feel 

fortunate to have been married this long, 
because they know most couples don’t 
get the chance to be together for that du-
ration.

Recalling how they met in 1958, Gary 
said he and a friend from Jefferson were 
“roaming around” and came to this area, 
where he met Norma.

“I asked her if she’d like to go out, and 
she said yes,” Gary said. “She was a se-
nior in high school, and I was working at 
an elevator up in Jefferson.”

Although the couple dated for two 
years before getting married, it didn’t 
take that long for Norma to realize she 
had found her “keeper.”

“I knew right away,” she said.
Throughout their marriage, dancing 

has been a favorite activity for the cou-
ple. Years ago, they went to local dances 
nearly every chance they got. Another 
favorite pastime was taking the family to 
spend long weekends at the lake.

After working as a hired hand, then 
farming and working at the elevator, 
Gary opened up a business.

FEATURE STORY

BY RICH WICKS
Panora Times

Author Fawn Weaver is quoted as say-
ing, “A great marriage isn’t something 
that just happens; it’s something that 
must be created.”

February is traditionally the month of 
love. In this month’s cover story, we fea-
ture three stories on local couples who 
have worked to create marriages that 
have stood the test of time. These couples 
have endured challenges and celebrated 
victories together, and they’ve done it all 
through love.

MARSHALL AND LINDA 
BURGESS

Lifelong Panora residents Marshall 
and Linda Burgess shared their lifetime 
love story.

“We went all through school together. 
We knew each other since kindergarten,” 
Marshall said. “We were what you would 
call high school sweethearts and went 
together from about the time we were 
sophomores and both graduated from 
Panora-Linden. We were the second 
class to graduate from there. 

“I guess when I knew I really wanted to 
marry her was when I got separated from 
her when I was in the service. The old 
saying, ‘Absence makes the heart grow 
fonder’ is pretty true,” said Marshall. “I 
went up to Bemidji, Minnesota, to col-
lege my first year out of high school and 
played football up there. Then, around 
Christmas time, I went and joined the 
Air Force. I went through basic training 
and school, and then we decided to get 
married about halfway through that. I 
came home on a leave, and we got mar-
ried, and we went back to Biloxi, Missis-
sippi. We got married in July of 1965.”

Linda recalled that the absence gave 
her a chance to gain perspective.

“It does give you time to think about it 
and search your heart,” she said.

Marshall recalled his unusual method 
of popping the question.

“I actually wrote her a letter and asked 
her to marry me,” Marshall said. “And 
she wrote me back and said she would.”

Marshall worked for the Iowa Air Na-
tional Guard for 21 years.

“That job took me all over the world,” 
he said. “Luckily, I never had to be gone 
for a year. I think maybe 45 days was the 

longest I was ever gone. You realize how 
much you miss your wife and can’t wait 
to get back home.”

The military threw another challenge 
at the couple, as Marshall was unable 
to come home for the date they planned 
for their wedding. The ceremony was 
pushed back a week, even though invita-
tions and announcements had already 
been sent out with the original date.

The young couple spent time living in 
Biloxi and later in New Jersey for three 
years. Those settings exposed them to a 
world much wider than they had known 
in Guthrie County. They had time to 
make new friends and to grow closer as 
a couple.

Linda recalled a special opportunity 
that came along due to Marshall being in 
the military.

“Right before he got out of the Air Na-
tional Guard, they had a deployment to 
Hawaii,” she said. “Many of the wives 
took that trip, and that was a trip of a 
lifetime for me. It was like that honey-
moon that we didn’t get to have.”

Over the years, their family has grown. 
“We have two grown daughters, Julie 

and Heather,” said Linda.
She added that they now have three 

grown grandchildren, Alex, Emma and 
Avery. So far, Marshall and Linda don’t 
have any great-grandchildren.

“But we’re still hoping,” Linda said.
“We both now are retired, but not re-

tired,” said Linda. “I have the antique 
shop uptown, and Marshall has a home 
repair business that we continue to work 
part-time. 

“We love the community and the peo-
ple in it. It really is a blessing to live in a 
small town and have people care about 
you. And the glue that holds everything 
together is the Lord in our life. When we 
both got born again, He’s been the one 
that kept us together and prosperous.”

Linda shared her advice to young cou-
ples considering marriage.

“This is the key,” said Linda. “When 
you take vows, that’s a covenant. For bet-
ter, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in 
sickness and in health, till death do you 
part. It comes back to honoring those 
vows.”

GARY AND NORMA LOUK
Yale residents Gary and Norma Louk 

shared memories of their lifetime to-

Linda and Marshall Burgess on their 
wedding day.

Marshall and Linda Burgess today.

PHOTOS BY RICH W
ICKS | PANORA TIMES
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“Another guy and I were kind of mo-
torcycle nuts, so I ran a Yamaha motor-
cycle shop from about 1966 to 1984 right 
here in Yale,” said Gary.

Norma worked at a few jobs over the 
years but said she enjoyed working at 
the grocery store most of all, since she 
got to interact with so many local peo-
ple.

Gary developed a hobby as a motorcy-
cle hill climb competitor, so the couple 
spent time going to those events. Even-
tually, the aging process and various 
motorcycle-related injuries convinced 
Gary to spend less time riding motorcy-
cles and more time at the lake. They also 
raised a family. Gary and Norma now 
have four kids, seven grandchildren, 
and seven great-grandchildren. 

Norma now has a medical condition 
that requires dialysis on a daily basis. 
Gary has learned the process so  he can 
keep his wife at home while providing 
the care she needs. Their daughter, Deb-
bie, also lives with the couple, and she 
helps out managing the household.

Gary and Norma don’t have any spe-
cific secret to making their marriage 
last. 

“You’ve just gotta love each other,” 
said Norma.

DOYLE AND JERI JEAN MOTSICK
Doyle and Jeri Jean met when they 

both were attending school in Pano-
ra, but they can’t put a definite date on 
when they first became aware of each 
other.

“We went clear through grade school 
and high school together, one year 
apart,” said Doyle.

“It was a small enough school that ev-
erybody knew everybody,” Jeri Jean said. 
“We started dating the summer before 
his senior year and before my junior 
year.”

After dating for about three years, the 
couple married with the ceremony at 
Panora Church of the Brethren.

“We were married Aug. 16, 1964,” 
Doyle said. “And nobody lets me forget 
that, but it’s probably the greatest thing 
that’s happened to me.”

The couple remembered a humorous 
incident from their wedding.

“They didn’t throw rice; they threw 
shelled corn,” Doyle said.

“And it hurt a little bit,” added Jeri 
Jean.

Doyle proudly shared that he and his 
wife farmed for 59 years. He explained 
that, in the earlier years, they had live-
stock, but as the years went by, they 
gradually focused on growing grain.

“I helped. I worked the ground ahead 
of the planter, and then I helped with the 
harvest in the fall,” said Jeri Jean.

Gary and Norma Louk are approaching their 64th anniversary.

Norma and Gary Louk about the time of 
their 30th anniversary.
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The Motsicks also grew their family 
during those years.

“We have three daughters,” Jeri Jean 
said. “And, by the way, they all gradu-
ated from Iowa State, and then they 
married guys who graduated from Iowa 
State. We’ve got five grandchildren. And 
now we have our first great-grandchild. 
She’s 3 months old.”

Although farming is a difficult life-
style, the Motsicks are proud and glad to 
have spent their lives in that occupation 
and in this area. 

“I don’t know of anywhere I’d rather 
live than where we do,” said Doyle. “This 
has satisfied all of our needs.”

Because farming is a labor-intensive 
occupation, the Motsicks stayed busy 
but also found time to occasionally get 
away.

“We don’t do a lot of traveling, but we 
did have several trips through the west-
ern states, the Rocky Mountains and out 
that way,” said Doyle. “We did have one 
Alaskan cruise that we really enjoyed.”

Doyle had a part-time job with a CPA 
firm for about 20 years.

“That fit into the time of year when 
there wasn’t as much to do on the farm, 
through tax season,” he said.

“I had some part-time jobs but not un-
til our youngest daughter was almost 
through high school,” Jeri Jean said.

The Motsicks are proud of the crops 
they grew over their decades of farming 
but are even more proud of the family 
they’ve raised. They are nostalgic about 
the family values that a farming com-
munity helps to instill.

“We knew all of our neighbors, and we 
probably even knew the name of their 
dog,” Doyle said. “We cherish those 
memories.”

“Everybody got married younger back 
then,” Jeri Jean said. “As I look back now, 
wow, we were just kids.” 

The Motsicks have managed to make it 
work and stay together through decades 
of changes. They have advice for young 
couples beginning a life together.

“They need to enter into the marriage 
as a compromise, because, inevitably, 
there are going to be things that come 
up,” said Doyle. “And if you’re not will-
ing to work out a compromise with your 
partner, you’re not going to be happy. 
And if you’re not happy, the relationship 
is not going to be successful.”

Looking back, the couple voices no re-
grets.

“It wasn’t always a walk in the park, 
but we worked through it and did what-
ever we needed to make it work. We’ve 
lived in this community all of our lives,” 
Doyle said. “We were each raised on a 
farm, so we knew if we chose that oc-
cupation what it was going to require. 
I’ve never regretted it, and I don’t think 
Jeri Jean has either. It’s been a wonder-
ful life.” n

Doyle and Jeri Jean Motsick show a blanket with images of their family.

Doyle and Jeri Jean Motsick are still 
hand in hand.

PHOTOS BY RICH W
ICKS | PANORA TIMES
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BY MICHAEL C. WOODY
Panora Times

So, how were your holidays? See any 
good movies? Me neither! I am somewhat 
joking on that one, but I was not blown 
away by much that I saw. We tend to ex-
pect high-impact movies during the holi-
day season. This one came up short.

Meanwhile, we trudge forward into 
2024, eagerly awaiting “Dune Part 2” on 
March 1. If you didn’t see the original, 
you only have a short time to catch up. 
Watch it on the biggest television in your 
house, and you will be blown away.

Alright, let’s catch up.

“MEAN GIRLS”
(in theaters)  
I loved the original movie and was 

looking forward to what I thought was an 

update. I was wrong. It is a film version 
of the award-winning Broadway play. So 
you know the story, but every once in a 
while they stop to break into song and 
dance. It is still a lot of fun, just not quite 
as much as I was hoping for. 

Grade: B

“THE BEEKEEPER”
(in theaters)  
I like Jason Statham, but the man 

makes some stupid action movies. That 
being said, he does make a good one ev-
ery once in a while. Based on the box of-
fice draw, I’m not alone in saying that 
“The Beekeeper” is one of his better, 
maybe his best? He is retired military 
and minding his own business in the 
back of a rented barn. His business is 
honey and keeping a few beehives. When 
a scam caller takes all of the money from 

the old woman he rents from, Statham 
is on the trail immediately and, let me 
tell you, he is unhappy. No one is go-
ing to stop him from catching these idi-
ots. From there we get lots of punches, 
kicks, gunshots and a kitchen sink. It is 

non-stop action with a flimsy story but 
enough to keep you entertained. The 
action is great, the bad guys are really 
slimy, and you will relish the butt-kick-
ing you get to watch. The box office has 
been brisk, so this will likely not be the 

LOCAL FILM REVIEWS 

“THE BEEKEEPER”“MEAN GIRLS”

GIRLS. BEES. POOR THINGS. 
AND A MISSING APOSTLE. 

R ememberR emember
Panorama Gardens under NEW OWNERSHIP!

Meet Landon, Lindsey and family

Stop in to say Hi 
& meet our very 
friendly golden 
retriever Gus!

3055 Hwy 44, Panora  
641-755-2225

reshapepanora@gmail.com  •  102 SE 13th St., Panora

Mommy & Me Yoga
Saturday, March 23

at 9am

*Email for additional 
pricing if including 
another kiddo. 

SCAN TO 
SIGN UP! $15* 

mom + child



PANORA TIMES FEBRUARY 2024  |  PAGE 11www.panoratimes.com

last time we see this beekeeper.  
Grade: B- 

“I.S.S.”
The International Space Station is the 

setting for this movie that tells the story 
of an American crew that joins the Rus-
sians at the Space Station for a joint ven-
ture. When huge trouble on Earth strikes, 
both teams are told to take over the sta-
tion. An action film in a tight situation in 
space always proves to be fun. It is not a 
great film, but it has enough moments for 
me to mildly recommend it. 

Grade: C+

“POOR THINGS”
This film is by director Yorgos Lan-

thimos, who gave us “The Lobster” and 
“The Killing of a Sacred Deer,” two mov-
ies I reluctantly suffered through. His 
new film, “Poor Things,” has received the 
same type of praise as those earlier films, 
and I will respectfully disagree. The cast 
includes Willem Dafoe, Mark Ruffalo and 
a brilliant (and Oscar-nominated) Emma 
Stone in a film that defies description — 
and that’s not a good thing. It is dark and 
disturbing but also tries to be funny. Let’s 
just agree to disagree. 

Grade: D-

“SOCIETY OF THE SNOW”
You can find this one on Netflix. It’s a 

remake of the true and harrowing sto-
ry of a plane full of rugby players who 

crash in the Andes mountains. There 
was a movie titled “Alive” years ago that 
tackled this same story but not nearly as 
well. Both movies are good, but this one 
ramps it up yet tempers itself in certain 
areas that are controversial. This is well 
made and enthralling, to say the least. 

Grade: A-

“THE BOOK OF CLARENCE”
My Catholic education failed to clue 

me in on this missing Apostle who has 
quite a bit to do and quite a bit to say. It is 
a thought-provoking and well-produced 
film that will challenge you and might 
even start some very interesting conver-
sations.  

Grade: B+

Have a great February and, God will-
ing, I’ll be back next month with my 
thoughts on new movies and that little 
annual celebration called The Oscars. 
Now, pass the popcorn. n

Michael C. Woody has 
been reviewing mov-
ies on radio and televi-
sion since 1986 and can 
be heard talking mov-
ies every Wednesday af-
ternoon at 2:30 p.m. on 
KXn0 106.3 with Keith 
Murphy and Andy Fales. You can also fol-
low him on Twitter @MrMovieDSM. He 
and his wife, Susan, are residents of Guth-
rie County.

“I.S.S.” “POOR THINGS” “SOCIETY OF THE SNOW” “THE BOOK OF CLARENCE”
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Whirlpool 
Dishwasher
3 rack. Fingerprint 
resistant. 
WDTA50SAKZ

Whirlpool Washer: 
4.7-4.8 cu ft 
•  2 in 1 Removable Agitator
•  Built-In Water Faucet
•  Deep Water Wash Option
•  Presoak Option
WTW5057LW

Whirlpool Dryer: 
7.0 cu ft
Top load electric 
moisture sensing 
dryer with steam 
& wrinkle shield
WED5050LW

$749*
EACH

*PRICE FOR PAIR ONLY

® ®
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Laureen (Laurie) Beth 

Hansen was born Jan. 9, 1954, 
at Fitzsimmons Army Hospital 
in Aurora, Colorado, to Harvey 
Dean Hansen and Sydna 
Alberta (Petty) Hansen. She 
grew up on a farm southeast 
of Perry. She spent an idyllic 
childhood playing with 
her brother, Brian, and her 
cousins, reading and riding 
horses.

Laurie graduated from 
Perry High School in 1972 and 
from Iowa State University in 
Food and Nutrition – Dietetics 
in 1976. She was a clinical 
dietitian at Iowa Lutheran 
Hospital, then Mercy Hospital 
Medical Center, becoming 
a certified NSP while there. 
She finished out her career at 
Iowa Heart Center in the Lipid 
Clinic.

In 1977, Richard Lee Mills 

and Laurie were married at 
Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Perry. To this marriage was 
born Mark Lee Mills in 1983, 
Katherine Anne Mills in 1989, 
and Scott Richard Mills in 
1991. Richard and Laurie spent 
their lives farming and raising 
cattle on their farm northwest 
of Redfield. Laurie never lost 
her passion for flower and 
vegetable gardening, traveling 
and riding horses. Her love 
of nature and all things that 
God created has been passed 
down to her children and 
her grandchildren. Laurie 
found new passions with her 
grandchildren like riding the 
Gator through the farm and 
pastures, picking up walnuts 
for Brian’s squirrels, feeding 
bread to the cows, reading 
books, planting and picking 

flowers, and teaching God’s 
Word. Most of all, her greatest 
passion was serving and loving 
others. She was a longtime 
member of Faith Lutheran 
Church in Adel.

Laurie was preceded in 
death by great-grandparents, 
Jerry and Kate Fredrichsen; 
grandparents, Carl and 
Emelia Hansen, and William 
and Sydna Petty; parents, 
Harvey and Alberta Hansen; 
and husband, Richard. She 
is survived by her children, 
Mark (Sarah), Katherine 
(Alan) Kent, and Scott (Taylor); 
grandchildren, Tate, Reese 
and Chloe Mills, Lily, Owen 
and Cole Kent, and Parker and 
Baker Mills; brother, Brian 
Hansen (Cindy); and many 
nieces, nephews, cousins, 
great-nieces, great-nephews 

and friends.
Laurie died on Feb. 1, 2024, 

surrounded by her children 
holding her hands. She fought 
a long, hard battle with ovarian 
cancer but ultimately won 
that battle and joined Jesus in 
Heaven.

Visitation was Friday, Feb. 9, 
2024, at Faith Lutheran Church 
in Adel. Funeral service was 
Saturday, Feb. 10, 2024, at 
Faith Lutheran Church. Burial 
followed in the West Linn 
Cemetery. Online condolences 
may be expressed to the family 
at www.caldwellparrish.com. 
Memorial contributions may 
be directed to the family and 
will be split between Laurie’s 
favorite local charities, Faith 
Lutheran Church, ovarian 
cancer research, and ataxia 
research, unless specified. n

LAUREEN  
MILLS
1954-2024
 

AT ART ON STATE!
SHOP LOCAL

320 State Street, 320 State Street, 
Guthrie Center Guthrie Center 
Follow us on Facebook!   (641) 332-2267

Heavenly Delights Chocolates
www.heavenlydelightschocolates.com 

The Glassroom, Kathy Wallander
kwallartteacher@hotmail.com

We also offer art classes for kids & adults!

Chocolates Jewelry

PHYSICAL THERAPY

@SYNERGYWELLNESS

@SYNERGYWELLNESSIA

WWW.SYNERGYWELLNESS.INFO

JESS@SYNERGYWELLNESS.INFO

PHONE: 641-332-2104
FAX:  866-491-2107

109 N 1ST STREET
GUTHRIE CENTER, IA 50115

SYNERGY WELLNESS 

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS NOW!

ORTHOPEDIC REHAB
PRE- AND POST-SURGICAL REHAB
SPORTS MEDICINE REHAB
SPORT TRAINING
NEURO REHAB
ACUTE AND CHRONIC PAIN
BALANCE AND GAIT TRAINING
GERIATRIC CARE
DRY NEEDLING

IN NETWORK WITH MOST INSURANCE COMPANIES. CALL US TO FIND OUT IF YOU'RE COVERED.

SYNERGY WELLNESS 
& PHYSICAL THERAPY

In network with most insurance compaines. Call us to find out if you’re covered.

www.synergywellness.info
109 N 1st Street, Guthrie Center
jess@synergywellness.info
Office: 641-332-2104
Fax: 866-491-2107

PHYSICAL THERAPY

@SYNERGYWELLNESS

@SYNERGYWELLNESSIA
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FAX:  866-491-2107
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GUTHRIE CENTER, IA 50115

SYNERGY WELLNESS 

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS NOW!

ORTHOPEDIC REHAB
PRE- AND POST-SURGICAL REHAB
SPORTS MEDICINE REHAB
SPORT TRAINING
NEURO REHAB
ACUTE AND CHRONIC PAIN
BALANCE AND GAIT TRAINING
GERIATRIC CARE
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IN NETWORK WITH MOST INSURANCE COMPANIES. CALL US TO FIND OUT IF YOU'RE COVERED.

Physical Therapy Services
Nutrition Response Testing

Ozone Sauna
High Quality Nutritional Products 

& Supplements 

@synergywellnessia
@synergywellness

http://www.caldwellparrish.com
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Janet Kay Baker, 60, 
daughter of Norman “Red” 
and Caryl (Anderson) Morrell, 
was born Dec. 13, 1963, 
in Perry. She passed away 
Saturday, Feb. 10, 2024, at her 
home near Linden.

Janet attended Panora-
Linden schools. Following 
high school, she was employed 
at Sunny Fresh Foods in 
Panora and then Midland 
Tile in Redfield. In 2003, she 
went to work at United Brick 
and Tile in Adel. On May 13, 
2005, she married Doug Baker 
in Adel. Following working 

for United Brick and Tile, she 
went to work for the United 
States Postal Service at the 
mail center in Clive. She 
retired from there in 2022.

Janet enjoyed mushroom 
hunting, canning, gardening, 
visiting the casinos, shopping 
and taking care of her family.

Janet is survived by her 
husband, Doug Baker of 
Linden; daughter, Amber 
Baker of Redfield; sons, Scot 
Baker of Adel, Trevor Baker of 
Redfield, J.R. (Ashley) Putney 
of Linden, and Chad Putney 
of Oakland, California; eight 
grandchildren, Nikki Baker, 
Sadie Spooner, Dylan Baker, 
Devyn Baker, Timothy Putney, 
Lydia Baker, Heimie and 
Monte Todd; siblings, Cathy 
Morrell of Guthrie Center, 
Karen Barney of Utah, Thomas 
Morrell of Des Moines, and 
Susan Morrell of Guthrie 
Center. She was preceded in 
death by her parents and her 
brothers, Jim Morrell and 
Michael Morrell.

Funeral services were 
Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2024, 
at the Twigg Funeral Home, 
Panora. Burial was in West 
Linn Cemetery, near Linden. 
Visitation was Tuesday, Feb. 
13, 2024, from 5-7 p.m. at the 
funeral home.

Memorials may be left to the 
discretion of the family. n

JANET  
BAKER
1963-2024
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Lou Ann Huggins, 84, 
daughter of Roy and Muree 
(Miller) Ahrens, was born 
Dec. 24, 1939, in Sac City. She 
passed away Monday, Jan. 15, 
2024, at the New Homestead 
in Guthrie Center.

Lou Ann graduated from 
Osceola High School in 
1958. On May 31, 1958, she 
married Donald Huggins in 
Osceola. They made their 
home for a short time in 
Osceola. They then lived in 
several communities around 
Panora until 1977, when 
they moved to Missouri. Lou 

Ann worked as a CNA for 
many years before retiring in 
1989. In 1990, they moved to 
Panora, and, on April 1, 1991, 
they opened up Don’s Bait 
& Tackle Shop and operated 
this for the next 11 years.

Lou Ann enjoyed being 
with her family, especially her 
grandchildren, working with 
the public at the bait shop, 
doing puzzle books, going on 
Branson trips in the summer 
and watching the Kansas City 
Chiefs football and St. Louis 
Cardinals baseball games.

Lou Ann is survived by her 
daughter, Kim Huggins of 
Panora; sons, Steve Huggins 
of Forsyth, Missouri, and Jeff 
(Linda) Huggins of Guthrie 
Center; 13 grandchildren, 
16 great-grandchildren, 
and two great-great-
grandchildren; daughter-in-

law, Cindy Huggins; sister, 
Kay (Dennis) Chaney of 
Osceola; and sisters-in-law, 
Marilyn Ahrens, Wanda 
Chase, Joanne Huggins, and 
Sandra Huggins; along with 
many nieces and nephews. 
She was preceded in death 
by her parents; husband, 
Donald; sons, Kelly and 
Kevin; granddaughters, 
Emily Mae and Taylor; great-
granddaughter, London Ann; 
and brothers, Don and his 
wife Doris, and Pete.

Funeral services were at 11 
a.m., Monday, Jan. 22, 2024, 
at the Twigg Funeral Home, 
Panora. Burial was in the 
West Linn Cemetery, near 
Linden. Visitation was one 
hour prior to the services at 
the funeral home.

Memorials may be left to 
the family. n

LOU ANN 
HUGGINS
1939-2024
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TO AWARD-WINNING 
ADVERTISING IN THE 

GUTHRIE COUNTY TIMES 
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Contact KERRY JACOBSEN to set up your ad today!
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GUTHRIE CENTER
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PANORA
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219 E. Main Street

• Burial Services
• Cremations Services

• Pre-Planning

www.twiggfuneralhome.com Curtis Twigg and Craig Twigg

Dedicated to the 
ones you love
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Best pizza. Best pastor. Best park. And 
79 other categories. Those are the ba-
sis of the Best of Guthrie County poll 
that was recently launched by Big 
Green Umbrella Media, the pub-
lisher of Panora Times.  

“Many central Iowans are 
familiar with the Best of Des 
Moines poll that readers of 
CITYVIEW magazine have 
participated in for more than 
a quarter of a century,” said 
Shane Goodman, editor and 
publisher of CITYVIEW and 
the president of Big Green Um-
brella Media. “CITYVIEW’s 
Best of Des Moines certificates 
are proudly displayed in stores, 
restaurants, bars and offices, and the 
recognition provides an incredibly pos-
itive impact for the people, places, busi-
nesses and events that are deemed the 
winners.”

The CITYVIEW Best of Des Moines poll 
consisted of 271 questions with a whop-
ping 22,969 votes — the most ever in the 
history of the poll. 

“I have learned a lot in administering 
this poll and the related event that we 
have now hosted for 16 years,” said Good-
man, who also serves as the editor and 
publisher of Panora Times.

A few years ago, Goodman implement-
ed a similar effort with his 14 Iowa Living 
magazines called Residents’ Choice polls. 

“The bottom line is that people want 
to know who local residents feel are the 
‘best’ in a variety of categories,” Good-
man said. “It is a fun competition.”

Goodman noted that whenever they 
do these types of reader polls, he stresses 
that the results are not his opinions or 
opinions of his staff but are the results of 
the votes from readers. 

“That is a very important distinction,” 
he said.

With readers’ polls working in Des 
Moines and in the suburbs and near-
by communities, Goodman decided to 
launch a similar effort in Guthrie County 
with the Best of Guthrie County poll. 

“This is our inaugural effort, and the 
poll will certainly change in future 

years,” Goodman said. 
Readers simply fill in the blanks in one 

category or all 82. The poll is being pro-
moted in the company’s publications, 
emails, social media and mailers to en-
courage widespread participation. 

“I hope everyone takes the time to vote 
and to also share the link with their fam-
ily, neighbors, co-workers and anyone in 
Guthrie County and encourage them to 
do the same,” he said.

The poll results will show if any readers 
try to beat the system and vote multiple 
times.

“We catch the cheaters who try to vote 
more than once and throw those votes 
out, so don’t even try,” Goodman said.  

Goodman says they make voting “in-
credibly easy.” 

“You can choose to vote in just one cat-
egory, or you can vote in all 82,” he said. 
“But, just like the political elections, once 
you submit your 
choices, you can’t 
go back.”

The poll rules 
and the link to 
vote can be found 
at www.gcti-
mesnews.com/
best-of. n

CONTESTS

BEST OF GUTHRIE  
COUNTY POLL 
LAUNCHED

2024

Pink Poppy
A P O T H E C A R Y  &  C O .

organic & earth loving goods

Shop for crystals • incense • candles • essential oils • and more

106 S. 4th St., Guthrie Center • 515-729-6437

COME SEE US!
The Pink Poppy is an apothecary, full 
of organic and earth loving goodies. 
Find essential oils, soy candles, all 
natural beauty for ladies and gents, 
and metaphysical supplies! We are 
light and bright and gloriously girly. 
Only happy vibes here!

http://www.gctimesnews.com/best-of
http://www.gctimesnews.com/best-of
http://www.gctimesnews.com/best-of
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ELECTIONS

ARGANBRIGHT 
SEEKS REELECTION 
AS GUTHRIE 
COUNTY SHERIFF
BY RICH WICKS
Panora Times

Sheriff Marty Arganbright announced 
he is running for a fifth term as sheriff. 
He is seeking the 2024 Democratic nom-
ination for the office of Guthrie County 
Sheriff in the June 4, 2024, primary elec-
tion. 

Arganbright graduated from Panora 
in 1981 and became sheriff in 2008 after 
serving as chief of police for the city of 
Panora. 

“I still teach the DARE program. I’ve 
been teaching it for 25 years,” he said.

Arganbright mentioned some of the 
new programs and accomplishments 
during his years as sheriff.

“We’ve done a lot of things since 2008,” 
Arganbright said. “We grew our staff to 
eight deputies. I started the work on the 
new jail 10 years ago, and now we’re us-
ing the jail for our inmates and we’re 
also housing inmates from outside the 
county, and that makes great revenue.”

Arganbright seeks grants, when pos-
sible, to save taxpayer money.

“When I became sheriff, I restarted 
the deputy reserve program,” said Ar-
ganbright. “They help when needed. 
I’ve added more dispatchers to accom-
modate 911 calls and regular traffic. We 
adopted a 28E agreement with Guth-

rie Center; they 
couldn’t keep a po-
lice department. We 
got top-of-the-line 
equipment to pro-
tect our deputies 
and citizens.”

Arganbright said 
he also restarted 
the K9 program. 

“We have two 
dogs, and it’s all 
funded through do-
nations,” he said.

Arganbright says one of the biggest is-
sues in the county is drugs.

“I want to continue what we’ve been 
doing and stay on top of the drug prob-
lem,” he said. “That’s one of my biggest 
goals.”

When he’s off-duty, Arganbright stays 
active in the community.

“I belong to Ten Squared Men and the 
Guthrie County Cattlemen’s Associa-
tion,” said Arganbright. “I’ve been ac-
tive in Saint Cecelia’s and Saint Mary’s 
Church my whole life. I live on a farm 
and have cattle.”

Overall, Arganbright has a simple phi-
losophy of service.

“I try to treat everyone the same — the 
way that I would want to be treated,” he 
said. n

Marty 
Arganbright

2024

Provided as a community service by this civic minded 
publication in conjunction with the Association of Community 

Publishers and Community Papers of Michigan

To learn more about Paws With 
A Cause and to find out how you 
can help, just download this app 
and watch the story come to life:

620 McPherson St • Casey  |  (641) 746-3316  |  tinlizziessportsbar.com

Game On!Game On!
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COUNTY GOVERNMENT NEWS

GUTHRIE COUNTY SUPERVISORS EXPRESS 
FRUSTRATIONS ABOUT EMS PLANNING

BY RICH WICKS
Panora Times

The Jan. 23 meeting of the Guthrie 
County Board of Supervisors included 
discussion of unexpected repair costs to 
two areas in the new Law Enforcement 
Center (LEC). Facilities Director Bran-
don Thompson explained the situations 
and said it appears that the elevator re-
pair is not covered under warranty.

“I guess I would like to get clarifica-
tion on the service agreement and why 
this doesn’t qualify under the warranty 
that we have,” Supervisor Mike Dickson 
said.

Dickson suggested having the coun-
ty attorney draft a letter to send to 
Schindler Elevator. Supervisor Maggie 
Armstrong agreed that there needs to 
be an explanation of what happened to 
create the situation in which repairs are 
needed and why the cost wouldn’t be 
covered by Schindler.

Thompson explained that the showers 
in the LEC are allowing water to leak out 
due to the design of the shower stalls. 
He said he would check to see if a repair 
can be made.

MIDWEST PARTNERSHIP 
FUNDING

The supervisors met in regular ses-

sion on Jan. 30. Jotham Arber provided 
a summary of the budgetary num-
bers for Public Health, Environmental 
Health, and the Transfer Station. 

Brenda Dudley addressed the su-
pervisors, giving an annual update on 
services provided by Midwest Partner-
ship, an economic development cor-
poration serving Adair and Guthrie 
counties. She asked the supervisors 
to consider providing annual funding 
of $35,127, which she said is the same 
amount the county contributed the 
previous year.

“In the two county area (Guthrie and 
Adair), surprisingly, we’ve had 20 new 
businesses start this last year. That just 
amazes me. I can’t take credit for any 
of them, but a couple of them I have 
helped with financing, revolving loan 
funds. I led them to Region 12,” said 
Dudley.

The supervisors also heard budget-
ary summaries from the County At-
torney and Secondary Roads depart-
ments. The supervisors approved a 
liquor license renewal request from 
The Links. The 2024 County Substance 
Abuse Prevention semi-annual report 
was also approved. 

EMS SERVICES 
The supervisors met again on Thurs-

day, Feb. 1 for a Fiscal Year 2025 budget 
work session. The main topic of discus-
sion was the ongoing efforts to reach an 
agreement regarding EMS services in 
the county. Supervisor Mike Dickson 
summarized the efforts so far, as the 
cities and county have not been able to 

compromise on an overall plan.
“Another subcommittee formed. I 

happened to be on that, and a few of us 
on the (advisory) council  met with the 
city council representatives,” he said. 
“Out of that, I don’t know if there is the 
opportunity to still come together or 
not. So then I put together three differ-
ent options. Well, just two, really. The 
third option is just for the county to 
have their own. And at the meeting the 
other night, those options were taken 
off the table.”

Asked to summarize the first two op-
tions, Dickson said the first would in-
volve a countywide tax, if approved, 
and the county would then contract 
with the two entities in the county that 
currently provide EMS services (Stuart 
and Panora). A coordinator would be 
hired to oversee the countywide ser-
vices.

The second option, as described by 
Dickson, would be “combined forces.” 

“Everybody can keep their own iden-
tities but working together, sharing 
employees if we need to,” Dickson said.

Supervisor Steve Smith shared his 
opinion that compromises need to be 
sought so that each entity can get their 
concerns addressed.

“I’m trying to figure out why this has 
so many lines drawn in the sand, and 
we can’t cross over and get it so that we 
can move forward. It just stays in the 
same place,” Smith said. “It just feels 
clunky. It feels that it’s taking forever to 
do something that I don’t think should 
take this long.”

Smith said he feels that rather than 

just a yes or no response, there needs to 
be work on tweaking proposed options 
as needed to find something workable. 

“You don’t have five years to get this 
right, or six months to get this right. 
Get it right,” Smith said.

Dickson asked for clear direction of 
which general option the supervisors 
prefer. Supervisor Brian Johnson asked 
for more time to consider that. No 
board decision was made at this time.

During the Feb. 6 meeting of the su-
pervisors, the main topics of discus-
sion were the ongoing efforts and chal-
lenges to find a countywide EMS ser-
vices plan. Guthrie County Health Di-
rector Jotham Arber shared the status 
of proposals and negotiations.

“The only way to push forward here 
is to get a proposal and then to start 
working on it,” Arber said. “We’ve gone 
around about, and we’ve done all kinds 
of things… It’s going to take a collab-
orative effort.”

Supervisor Johnson voiced a concern 
about the timeline. He said if there is 
anything that will need to be on the 
ballots in the November election, the 
process needs to start moving soon. 

“I would propose we set up a smaller 
committee,” said Johnson. “We have 
some really talented people in this 
county. If we get the right people at the 
table — and it being five or seven at 
the max —  we can try to put together 
a proposal to work with the cities to 
move forward. Because, otherwise, I 
don’t see any way that we can be suc-
cessful at the ballot box. It’s getting aw-
ful late.” 

Question unexpected 
repair costs to the new 
Law Enforcement Center
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Supervisor Mike Dickson voiced 
a concern that a smaller committee 
might be perceived as not having rep-
resentation from all interested areas 
and organizations. No formal action 
was taken on the issue at this time.

OTHER NEWS
Brian Hoffman provided an update 

on the Information Technology (IT) 
department. He discussed the option 
of paying for a five-year license exten-
sion on both the Verkada door and 
Verkada panic system that were re-
cently installed. The cost of these ex-
tensions would be $2,217 and $2,060. 
After discussion, the supervisors voted 
unanimously to purchase the extend-
ed licensing.

Jotham Arber provided a budgetary 
review of the expected revenues and 
expenses for the Transfer Station bud-
get.

The supervisors unanimously voted 
to appoint Brenda Dudley to the Enter-
prise Board.

The supervisors met on Feb. 13 in 
regular session. County Engineer Josh 
Sebern and County Health Director Jo-
tham Arber provided updates on their 
departments.

Arber said flu shots will continue to 
be available through April. 

“We did deploy 27 AEDs (artificial 
external defibrillators) throughout the 
county,” said Arber. “We’re going to be 
deploying another 12.” 

AEDs devices are portable electronic 
devices that automatically diagnose 
life-threatening cardiac arrhythmias 
of ventricular fibrillation and pulseless 
ventricular tachycardia and are able 
to treat them through defibrillation, 
which is the application of electricity 
that stops the arrhythmia, allowing 
the heart to re-establish an effective 
rhythm. 

Arber mentioned that he is seeking 
appropriate places for an AED in the 
Bayard and Adair-Casey areas. 

In reviewing the minutes of the su-
pervisors’ most recent meeting, Su-
pervisor Maggie Armstrong asked for 
clarification about which group will 
develop parameters for the proposed 
countywide EMS services. The board 
agreed that the EMS committee will 
develop such parameters, and the 
board of supervisors will then discuss 
it and consider it for possible approval.

The supervisors meet in regular ses-
sion each Tuesday at 9 a.m. The public 
is welcome. Attendees may partici-
pate in person or by calling 323-792-
6123 and inputting conference ID 
547029216#. n

Mount Ayr 404 South Lincoln - Guthrie Center 101 State Street
Guthrie Location: Wednesdays 9-3 or call for an appointment!

@Eighmymonument800-305-3110
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CITY GOVERNMENT NEWS
PANORA CITY COUNCIL 
DISCUSSES POTENTIAL EMS 
AGREEMENT CHANGES 
BY RICH WICKS
Panora Times

The Panora City Council met in regular 
session on Jan. 22. Brenda Dudley provided 
the council an annual update on services 
provided by Midwest Partnership, an eco-
nomic development corporation serving 
Adair and Guthrie counties. 

Resolution 24-02 was discussed. It pro-
posed to accept the resignation of Mickell 
Gerth from the Panora Library Board and to 
appoint Alli Halsey to fill that vacancy. 

“We have a wonderful board, and a little 
bit of turnover,” Mayor Curt Thornberry 
said.

The council voted unanimously to ap-
prove the resolution as described.

The council discussed Resolution 24-01 
regarding a purchase agreement with New 
Way Ford for the purchase of a pickup truck 
for the fire department. The council voted 
to approve the resolution as submitted.

There was discussion about Resolution 
24-03, levying sidewalk assessment for par-
cel 0001317700. 

“This is for the Chambers’ residence on 
Clay Street,” City Administrator Lisa Gross-
man said. “It was a voluntary assessment. 
They asked that the work be done by the 
City when needed.” The resolution was ap-
proved unanimously.

An Electric Budget Committee meeting 
was scheduled to begin immediately after 
the city council meeting. 

FEB. 12 MEETING
During the regular meeting of the council 

on Feb. 12, one of the main topics was the 
agreement between Panora EMS and the 
city of Audubon. 

The council had a discussion about 
the Audubon Ambulance and Health 
Care Transportation Services Agreement. 
Through this agreement, Panora EMS helps 

Audubon by transporting patients when 
able. The trips often involve transporting a 
patient from Audubon to Omaha, although 
sometimes the patient is going to a different 
destination, such as Des Moines.  

“It’s been about 15 months since we start-
ed with Audubon, and we are having trou-
ble maintaining staff for that,” Panora EMS 
Director John DeLavergne said.

DeLavergne said it appears that Panora 
EMS staff are less likely to pick up shifts be-
cause they do not like to go to Audubon. 
He added that, on average, the Audubon 
trips create a roughly four-hour timespan 
in which Panora EMS may be unable to ad-
equately respond to local needs. 

DeLavergne suggested to alter the agree-
ment so that when a call came in from 
Audubon requesting transportation, Panora 
EMS would check for availability of two staff 
members to meet the request, and then 
Audubon would be promptly told whether 
or not Panora could respond. 

The city council did not take formal ac-
tion on the issue at this time, but Mayor 
Thornberry asked DeLavergne to reach 
out to Paul Topliff, CEO of the hospital in 
Audubon, and discuss the issue, present the 
proposal, and see if other options could be 
considered. 

Susanne Gerlach of Public Financial 
Management, Inc. provided the council an 
update on the city’s finances.

City Administrator Lisa Grossman went 
over the proposed FY25 budget numbers 
with the highlight being a proposal to lower 
the tax levy by $0.33 from $17.38 to $17.05, 
which she said would be the lowest rate in 
more than eight years.  

The next regular meeting of the city coun-
cil will be Feb. 26. Interested persons may 
attend in person or electronically by visiting 
the website https://meet.goto.com/cityof-
panora or by phone 1-312-757-3121 (Access 
Code 295-099-701, Audio PIN 220#). n
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EDUCATION
PANORAMA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
AWARDS PARKING LOT BID

BY RICH WICKS
Panora Times

On Feb. 12, the Panorama School Board 
held a regular meeting, in addition to a 
public hearing regarding the planned 
north parking lot project.

A total of 17 bids were received. After 
consideration, the board voted to accept 
the lowest bid of $535.997, which was from 
Jordison Construction of Urbandale. Su-

perintendent Kasey Huebner pointed out 
that the winning bid was $240,000 less 
than the estimated cost.

In other Panorama news, Huebner said, 
“We added an E-Sports coaching position, 
which will begin building this program. 
We hope to field a team for the next school 
year.”

The board heard from Mr. Hameister 
and several high school students who dis-
cussed FFA current projects.

The next regular meeting of the Pan-
orama board will be Monday, March 11 at 
6:30 p.m. At that time, there will be a pub-
lic hearing on the proposed school calen-
dar for the upcoming school year. n

Plan to add an e-Sports 
coaching position

ELECTIONS
HARMANN ANNOUNCES 
CANDIDACY FOR GUTHRIE 
COUNTY SHERIFF 
Special to Panora Times

Matt Harmann of rural Panora an-
nounced he will seek the 2024 Republi-
can nomination for the office of Guthrie 
County Sheriff in the June 4, 2024, prima-
ry election.

Harmann has served as a Guthrie 
County deputy since 2018 and as the Pan-
ora Volunteer Fire Chief since 2006. He 
is a 2018 graduate of the police academy 
and currently serves as one of the Guthrie 
County Sheriff Department’s two K9 of-
ficers.

Harmann has been active in a variety 
of community endeavors, including vol-
unteer service with Guthrie County Fair 
Board and as an Advanced EMT with 
Panora EMS. He is a small business owner 
with more than 20 years of experience in 
managing budgets, projects and person-
nel. He enjoys farming and raising cattle 
in his spare time.

“I’m proud to call Guthrie County my 
home,” he said. “I have made public ser-
vice an important part of my life because 
I believe we must all do our part to en-
sure Guthrie County enjoys reliable public 
safety, fire protection and EMS services.”

Harmann says 
his business back-
ground is also a 
highlight of his cam-
paign. 

“As the owner of 
Harmann Excavat-
ing, I understand 
the importance of 
managing a budget 
closely,” he said. “As 
a business owner, 
I must balance the 
needs of my business, my employees and 
my customers. These same skills are es-
sential to being an effective sheriff.”

Harmann encourages voters to reach 
out to him with any questions or con-
cerns. 

“My time in public service has allowed 
me to meet a large number of people in 
Guthrie County,” he said. “For those who 
I haven’t yet met, I look forward to con-
necting with you as part of my campaign 
and appreciate your consideration for this 
important office.”

Harmann is currently the only declared 
candidate for the Republican nomination 
for Guthrie County Sheriff. n

Matt  
Harmann
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THE MONTH IN PANORAMA SPORTS

BETTY COOPER | SPECIAL TO PANORA TIMES

Joel Cooper was the district champion and qualified for the state wrestling tournament.

BETTY COOPER | SPECIAL TO PANORA TIMES

Wrestlers Cayden Van Meer and Joel Cooper at the State Wrestling tournament.

MALLORY QUICK | SPECIAL TO PANORA TIMES

Braylon Dawes gets the higher jump against Ogden and scores for the Panthers on 
Feb. 6.

MALLORY QUICK | SPECIAL TO PANORA TIMES

Jaidyn Sellers gets control of the ball against Woodward Granger.

Schedule your 
appointment 
online!

We are a family owned business delivering 
honest and professional automotive repair and 
auto maintenance services to the people of 
Panora and surrounding areas.

501 E. Market Street, Panora   |   641-755-2554   |   leonardautoiowa.comDavid Leonard

We Have State-of-the-art Diagnostic, Wheel Balancing and 
Alignment Machines to give you the best results!
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THE MONTH IN PANORAMA SPORTS

BETTY COOPER | SPECIAL TO PANORA TIMES

Cayden Van Meerwas runner-up at the district tournament and qualified for the 
state wrestling tournament.

BETTY COOPER | SPECIAL TO PANORA TIMES

Blake Schwartz works for the fall at the Charger Invite on Jan. 27.

MALLORY QUICK | SPECIAL TO PANORA TIMES

Lindy Nelson gets the short jumper for the Panthers against Martensdale St. Marys 
on Jan. 29.

MALLORY QUICK | SPECIAL TO PANORA TIMES

Maddox Hammerstrom goes to the hoop and scores for the Panthers against 
Martensdale St. Marys on Jan. 29.

Schedule your 
appointment 
online!

We are a family owned business delivering 
honest and professional automotive repair and 
auto maintenance services to the people of 
Panora and surrounding areas.

501 E. Market Street, Panora   |   641-755-2554   |   leonardautoiowa.comDavid Leonard

We Have State-of-the-art Diagnostic, Wheel Balancing and 
Alignment Machines to give you the best results!
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BY SUSAN THOMPSON
Panora Times

The family-owned Twigg Funeral 
Home, with locations in Guthrie Cen-
ter and Panora, began in August 2000. 
That’s when Doug and Kathy Twigg pur-
chased the Beidelman Funeral Home. 

Doug Twigg graduated from the Wis-
consin Institute of Mortuary Science in 
1969 and received his funeral director li-
cense in October 1970. He worked for fu-
neral homes in Estherville, Clarksville, 
Keokuk and Waterloo, then spent 16 
years managing Bruce’s Funeral Home 
in Fort Dodge before purchasing the 
Beidelman Funeral Home.

Soon, their oldest son, Curtis, joined 
the business. Doug and Kathy lived at 
the Guthrie Center funeral home, while 
Curtis, his wife, Becky, and their two 
daughters moved into the funeral home 
in Panora.

“During high school, I didn’t re-
ally know what I wanted to do,” Curtis 
says. “But during my senior year, I start-
ed thinking the funeral business might 
be something I would be interested in. I 
started washing cars, vacuuming and 
cleaning at the funeral home Dad man-
aged in Fort Dodge. Eventually, Dad 
bought me a suit, and I started helping 
with funerals.”  

After high school, Twigg started tak-
ing courses in a pre-mortuary science 
program at Iowa Central Community 
College in Fort Dodge. He and Becky 
married in August of 1991. In 1992, they 
moved to Houston, where he enrolled in 
the Commonwealth Institute of Funeral 
Service for a year-long program.  

The couple returned to Iowa in 1993, 
and Twigg served an internship at 
McLaren’s Funeral Home in West Des 
Moines. 

“After a year, I received my funeral di-
rector’s license and stayed at McLaren’s 
for another year before we returned to 
Fort Dodge, and I started working for my 

dad in September of 1995,” he says. 
The formation of the Twigg Funeral 

Home was something both Curtis and 
his father wanted. 

“We were tired of working for a cor-
poration and wanted to run our own fu-
neral homes the way we thought they 
should be run,” Curtis says. “Our goal 
has always been to lighten the burdens 
of people when they are at their weakest 
and give them the support they need.”

“I chose this business because I want-
ed to help people during the worst time 
of their lives with a death of a loved one,” 
Curtis says. “I enjoy helping people in 
general. Now being in small communi-
ties in and around Panora and Guthrie 
Center, we know the people we are serv-
ing and appreciate the opportunity to 
help them.”

In October 2010, Doug and Kathy’s 
other son, Craig, joined the family busi-
ness and made his home at the Guth-
rie Center funeral home. He graduated 
from the mortuary science program at 
San Antonio College in 2005 and worked 
in funeral homes in Waterloo, Dallas, 
Texas, and San Diego, California, before 
moving to Guthrie Center. Doug retired 
two years later and passed away in June 
2019.

Curtis Twigg is president of the busi-
ness with Craig as vice president. Their 
mother, Kathy, helps with visitations, fu-
nerals, answering phones and delivering 
death notices to area stores. Becky has 
been involved since the business began, 
but Curtis says, in the early years, her 
main job was raising the couple’s two 
daughters. 

“Now that they are grown, she decided 
she wanted to help us out more with visi-
tations, services and wherever needed,” 
he says.

The Twigg Funeral Home website 
(www.twiggfuneralhome.com) includes 
recent obituaries plus a wealth of infor-
mation on funeral service options and 
advance planning. 

Twiggs seek to lighten the burdens of people when they 
are at their weakest and provide the support they need.

BUSINESS NEWS

FUNERAL HOME BUSINESS 
GUIDED BY HELPING OTHERS

“People sometimes don’t think about 
how pre-planning one’s own services 
will help their children or other survi-
vors make arrangements after they pass 
away,” Twigg says. “The best thing to do 
is tell someone what type of services you 
would want. Any information will help 
the survivors.

“Whether it be a burial, cremation, 
memorial, celebration of life, visita-
tion, graveside service and more, that’s 
what we are here for, to help with guid-
ance into whatever services the family 
wants,” he says. 

Twigg says the number of people who 
choose cremation is growing. 

“I’ve been licensed for 30 years, and 
cremation has gained in popularity, per-
haps for financial reasons or the person 
just wanted something simple,” he says. 
“Most families still choose to have some 
sort of service, either a visitation, memo-
rial service or celebration of life. We can 
either arrange to bury the cremains in 

the cemetery, or families can take the 
cremains home.”

Twigg recommends people write 
down vital statistical information for 
themselves or for loved ones who may 
not have done any preplanning. 

“We use that information for the death 
certificate and also for the obituary,” he 
says. “I’ve had some people write their 
own obituary before they die. People 
who want to pre-plan also can call us 
and we can help them go through every-
thing.”  

Services can be paid for in advance, as 
part of the pre-planning process. 

“We place the money in an irrevocable 
burial trust at the local bank, and it stays 
in that account until that person passes 
away,” Twigg says. “Another option is if 
the person has life insurance, they can 
make the funeral home the beneficiary, 
or we can assign a portion of that policy 
to pay for their services.”

Being involved in their communities is 

The family-owned Twigg Funeral Home has been in business since August 2000. 
This is the Panora location; there also is a funeral home in Guthrie Center. Curtis 
Twigg oversees the Panora location, and his brother, Craig, manages the Guthrie 
Center location.

SUSAN THOMPSON | PANORA TIMES

http://www.twiggfuneralhome.com
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important to the Twigg family members. 
Curtis is a volunteer firefighter with the 
Panora Fire Department. 

“I joined in 2005, and I’m currently 
the president and one of the assistant 
fire chiefs,” he says. “If I hadn’t chosen 
to be a funeral director, I would be a 
paid firefighter somewhere. It’s another 
way I’m helping people, and that’s what 
I enjoy doing.”

Curtis also is a member of the Pano-
ra Lions Club and the Panora Masonic 
Lodge. Craig is a member of the Guthrie 

Center Lions Club and the Guthrie Cen-
ter Fire Department. 

Does Twigg think preplanning might 
make a good 2024 New Year’s resolu-
tion?  

“I feel the most important thing is to 
tell your family what you want if some-
thing happens to you,” he says. “I’ve had 
many families tell me they have no clue 
what type of services their loved one 
wanted. People don’t like to talk about 
death, but, unfortunately, it’s something 
that’s going to happen to all of us.” n

Shown left to right are members of the Twigg family, including Curtis and Becky 
Twigg; their daughters, Mathison and Morgan; Kathy Twigg and Craig Twigg. 

SU
SA

N 
TH

OM
PS

ON
 | 

PA
NO

RA
 TI

ME
S

For up to date inventory go to www.thecarstoreiowa.com
20 YEARS OF SALES AND SERVICE EXPERIENCE! 

510 Nile Kinnick Drive North, Adel / 515-993-4261

Affordable vehiclesAffordable vehicles
are availableare available

in Adel! in Adel! 



PANORA TIMESPAGE 24  |  FEBRUARY 2024 www.panoratimes.com

GUTHRIE COUNTY SHERIFF 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE RECEIVES 
$22,250 IN JANUARY
Special to Panora Times

According to jail reports from the 
Guthrie County Sheriff’s Office, the Guth-
rie County Jail processed 33 out-of-coun-
ty inmates through the facility during the 
month of January. The jail was able to in-

voice for prisoners as follows:
Greene County Sheriff’s Office, 6 in-

mates, 92 days, $5,520
Polk County Sheriff’s Office, 25 in-

mates, 221 days, $13,260
Webster County Sheriff’s Office, 2 in-

mates, 62 days, $3,720 n

SNOWMOBILERS CALLED ON TO HELP
BY RICH WICKS
Panora Times

Guthrie County Sheriff Marty Argan-
bright has posted an open letter to resi-
dents asking for anyone willing to be added 
to a call list to be used in cases of snow 
emergencies. Names added to the Volun-
teer Snowmobile Rescue and Response 
Team will be contacted on an as-needed 
basis to perform such duties as “respond-
ing to a roadway that is not navigable to 
help rescue stranded motorists, transport-

ing a deputy or EMS paramedic to a scene, 
help escort/detour emergency vehicles 
during transport, and more.”

The letter further stated, “We are seek-
ing volunteers throughout Guthrie County, 
but preferably located at or near state High-
ways 4, 44, 141, and White Pole Road.”

Sheriff Arganbright stressed that this 
team will be unpaid volunteers.

Interested persons are asked to email 
Deputy Blake Michelsen (b.michelsen@
gcso.gov) or send a message on the Guthrie 
County Sheriff’s Office Facebook page. n

Dallas Center, IA • Ask for Ivan • 515-992-3858
Monday - Friday: 7:30AM - 5PM • Saturday: 8AM- Noon

www.mossbrosinc.com   @mossbrosdallascenter 

MOSS BROS INC
Conveniently located between Panora and Dallas Center on Hwy. 44
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BIGHORN 450 EFI CREW
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ATLAS 3400
4x4, power steering, power dump box, 40hp 2 cylinder. 

$19,100

HEATED MODEL 
NOW IN STOCK

NEW ENCLOSED

550 DXH  
4x4, winch, enclosed cab, power steering, turn signals, 

AND HEAT!

ONLY $14,999
Optional $600 media package includes 10” touch 

screens, back-up camera and sound bar

FITS ALL 4X4 MODELS.

STARTING AT $1,399 
Shown with 450 VXL-T

SNOW BLADES 
IN STOCK

mailto:b.michelsen@gcso.gov
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We do Medicare Part D reviews. Call for an appointment.
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Cough & Mucus, or
Children's Multi-Symptom 
Cold 
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ROBITUSSIN 
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Melatonin
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DayQuil  
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NyQuil 
Cold & Flu, Nighttime Relief 
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Dry Scalp Care 
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Health Mart
ARTHRITIS PAIN
Original Prescription Strength
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Topical Gel, 1% (NSAID)
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40 YEARS AGO

From the Guthrie County Vedette, Feb. 23, 1984
P-L FFA OFFICERS: Seated, Mike Donahey, vice-
president; Kent Downing, president; Lisa Clouse, 
secretary. Back row, Boyd Burnham, reporter; Jim 
Henderson, sentinel; and Matt Knapp,
treasurer.

5 YEARS AGO

From the Guthrie County Times Vedette, Feb. 14, 2019
STATE BOUND: Panorama’s Wyatt Appleseth raises his 
arms in triumph after securing his second straight state 
tournament appearance Saturday, Feb. 9 in Truro. n

50 YEARS AGO

From the Guthrian, Feb. 4, 1974
FUTURE STARS: Toothless Keith Kokkola of the Des 
Moines Capitols poses with two junior players who 
accompanied the International Hockey League team 
to Lake Panorama ice last Wednesday for a hockey 
exhibition. Soft ice prevented players from displaying their 
wares. With Kokkola are miniature goalie Chuck Chelada 
and Steve Hammer. 20 YEARS AGO

From the Guthrie County Vedette, Feb. 5, 2004
SNOWMOBILING? Dakota, left, and Dalton Michaelson 
found a mountain of snow in downtown Panora ideal for 
playing with their remote-controlled vehicle.

30 YEARS AGO

From the Guthrie County Vedette, Feb. 3, 1994
METER MAN: Kip Janvrin, Panora native and one of the 
top decathletes in the world, presents a $500 check to 
his father, Panorama High School boys track coach and 
athletic director Ken Janvrin, to kick off the fundraising 
effort for a new 400-meter all-weather surface track in 
Panora. The check represents the purchase of two meters. 
The Panorama Meter Club will hold a benefit and dance 
Saturday evening at The Port restaurant from 7:30 p.m. to 1 
a.m. to raise money for the proposed improvement.

10 YEARS AGO

From the Guthrie County Vedette, Feb. 27, 2014
WINTER OLYMPICS: Joyce and Scott Calmer are 
pictured at an ice hockey game at the Winter Olympics in 
Sochi, Russia. They won the trip to the Olympics through 
the use of a VISA card.

YESTER YEARS
 COMPILED BY CHERYL CASTILE
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Ellen and Tom Campbell enjoy their time at car shows.

SPECIAL TO PANORA TIMES

The passion started  
with a 1932 Ford  
Model B pickup.

BY RICH WICKS
Panora Times

Tom Campbell has caught the classic 
car bug, and he’s not looking for a cure. 
He explained the origins of his “afflic-
tion.”

“It started out with my father-in-law, 
who had a 1932 Ford Model B pickup, and 
my wife, Ellen, always kept telling him 
that eventually she’d like to have it. She 
ended up with it, and she wanted to keep 
everything original on it,” Campbell said. 
“We went to the Good Guys car show in 
Des Moines, and on the way back she 
said, ‘We can’t keep it stock.’ ”

Since then, various changes have been 
made to the car, but he’s managed to keep 
the overall outside appearance looking 

original.  
Campbell said that a few years later, at a 

car show in Des Moines, Ellen saw a 1941 
De Soto and wanted it. After buying it, 
Campbell discovered a coincidence. 

“Actually, it was from the Bagley area,” 
he said.

Some of the vehicles that Campbell has 
obtained were bought for sentimental 
reasons.

“When we were going together in high 
school, I had a 1964 Fairlane, and I always 
told her if I could find one, I was going to 
buy it,” Campbell said. “A buddy of mine 
found one on the internet up in Rapid 
City, South Dakota. I ended up buying it 
over the phone, sight unseen.”

Currently, Campbell has a truck that he 
brought “back home.”

“I got a 1955 Ford pickup that I’m doing 
right now. The reason I got it was, there 
were some parts on it that belonged to 
my brother-in-law and my father before 
he passed away. I wanted to keep it in the 
family, if I could.”

Campbell and his wife enjoy going to 

WHAT’S IN YOUR GARAGE?

CAMPBELLS ENJOY THE CLASSICS

418 E MAIN ST, PANORA
Monday-Friday 7:30a-5p • Saturday 8a-noon • Sunday CLOSED

CALL TODAY CALL TODAY 
FOR YOUR FOR YOUR 

AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVE 
REPAIR AND REPAIR AND 
TIRE NEEDS!TIRE NEEDS!

641-755-4444641-755-4444

It shouldn’t take a four-foot diameter oak tree in your 
kitchen to find out who you can trust.

And that’s the Silver Lining®.

BUT 
SOMETIMES 
IT DOES.

To find out more about the Silver Lining, contact 

128 W. Main St. • Panora, IA 50216
641-755-2123
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Tom Campbell’s classic pickup rolls down the road.
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Tom Campbell holds a trophy he was 
awarded at a car show.

car shows when time allows, and he’s 
won several awards along the way. He 
admits that, because he drives his clas-
sic cars, they are not 100% pristine, but 
he said minor imperfections will happen 
even if a car is always stored in a garage, 
so he plans to continue driving his cars to 
the shows where they are displayed.

Campbell enjoys working on his ve-
hicles but understands that he cannot do 
the entire restoration process himself.

“As far as motor and transmission, I 
can do that. A lot of the body work, and 
definitely painting, I farm out,” he said.

Campbell enjoys bringing a classic 
car up to the level that it’s ready for car 
shows, but he doesn’t have any particular 
vehicle that he is currently seeking.

“There isn’t anything special that sticks 
out,” he said.

Although the cars are what attract most 
everyone to the car shows, Campbell’s 
favorite part is socializing with friends — 
old and new — at the events. For now, at 

least, he and Ellen plan to continue this 
hobby that brings them, and others, so 
much enjoyment. n

panoratimes.com guthriecentertimes.com lakepanoramatimes.com

Your complete print and digital 
network of publications for news, 

information and advertising in 
Guthrie County.

Welcome to our family of Times publications 
delivered for FREE to every household and 
business in Panora, Linden, Yale, Jamaica, 

Bagley, Guthrie Center, Adair, Casey and all 
property owners at Lake Panorama every 
month. Local news and features on the 

people, places and events of the area in full-
color, magazine format publications.

111 E. Main St., Panora
641-755-2115
www.biggreenumbrellamedia.com

REAL PEOPLE.
REAL BANKING.
COMMITTED TO 
CREATING OPPORTUNITY 
by INVESTING in the PEOPLE and 
COMMUNITIES we serve. 

PANORA • CLIVE • EMMETSBURG • SAC CIT Y

iowatrustbank.com 

HELP YOUR VEHICLE SURVIVE WINTER 
DAMAGE BY WASHING IT REGULARLY!

ALL SEASONS CAR WASHALL SEASONS CAR WASH
601 W. MAIN STREET & 302 E. MAIN STREET, PANORA

Remember our Value Cards are always 
available at our change dispensing machine.



PANORA TIMESPAGE 30  |  FEBRUARY 2024 www.panoratimes.com

BY JOLENE GOODMAN
Panora Times

There is nothing like a hot bowl of 
chili to warm you up 
during these cold 
winter months. I 
know I enjoy it, and 
my family does, too. 
If you are ready to 
introduce your taste 
buds to a new and 
zesty option, check 
out this recipe that 
is packed with com-
forting ingredients 
and smoky spices. 
How can you go wrong with potato 
salad, sausage and bacon? n

Jolene Goodman is the advertising 
director for Lake Panorama Times 
and vice president of Big Green Um-
brella Media.

RECIPE

Jolene 
Goodman

SMOKY GERMAN POTATO, 
SAUSAGE AND BACON CHILI
Recipe courtesy of “Dad with a Pan” on 
behalf of READ
Prep time: 20 minutes
Cook time: 40 minutes
Servings: 8

•	 4 	strips thick bacon, cut into cubes
•	 1	 pound smoked sausage, sliced 

into 1-inch segments
•	 1 	small onion, diced
•	 4 	cloves garlic, minced
•	 4 	tablespoons chili powder
•	 1 	tablespoon ground coriander
•	 1 	tablespoon ground cumin
•	 1 	teaspoon ground cayenne pepper
•	 1 	teaspoon dried oregano
•	 2 	Fresno peppers, diced 
•	 1 	can READ German Potato Salad, 

drained
•	 1 	cup beef broth

•	 1 	can (14 1/2 ounces) diced toma-
toes, drained

•	 salt, to taste 
•	 pepper, to taste

Directions
In large saucepan over medium heat, 

cook bacon until crispy. Remove and set 
aside, leaving about 2 tablespoons drip-
pings in saucepan.

Add smoked sausage and cook until 
browned.

Once sausage is cooked, add diced on-
ion and minced garlic, cooking until onion 
is translucent.

Drain excess fat then stir in chili powder, 
coriander, cumin, cayenne pepper, orega-
no and Fresno peppers until well mixed.

Add drained diced tomatoes, German 
potato salad and cooked bacon to sauce-
pan.

Add beef broth and stir to combine. 

Season with salt and pepper, to taste.
Bring mixture to simmer and let cook 

about 30 minutes, stirring occasionally, 
until flavors are melded.

Substitution: Jalapenos can be used for 
Fresno peppers. n

WARM UP WITH THIS SMOKY GERMAN 
POTATO, SAUSAGE AND BACON CHILI
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Q:  WHEN WILL THE GRAVEL 
LOT AT PANORAMA HIGH 
SCHOOL BE PAVED ?

A:  The Panorama School Board re-
viewed 17 bids for the job at its Feb. 12 
meeting. The board voted to accept the 
bid from Jordison Construction of Ur-
bandale. The plan is to have the project 
completed prior to classes beginning in 
the fall.  

Q:  I READ THAT PANORAMA 
SCHOOLS ARE STARTING AN 
E-SPORTS TEAM? WHAT IS 
THAT?

A: E-sports is short for electronic 
sports, which is competitive video gam-
ing. E-sports often take the form of orga-
nized, multiplayer video game competi-
tions, individually or as teams. 

Multiplayer competitions were part of 
video game culture but became popu-
lar with the growth of online streaming 
media platforms YouTube and Twitch. 
This created a surge in participation. Su-
perintendent Kasey Huebner says this 
is becoming more popular at the high 
school level, and Panorama will be add-
ing an E-sports coaching position and 
hoping to field a team for the next school 
year.

Q: HOW MANY CANADA GEESE 
ARE AT LAKE PANORAMA? 

A: According to Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources officer Jeremy King, 
Lake Panorama will house, during the 
peak of the migration in the winter, 
close to 20,000 geese in the area. He also 

stated that Canada geese typically mi-
grate following the snow line. So, in a 
late-starting winter, the geese stay up 
north longer and vice versa.  

Q: I READ A SIGN IN A WINDOW 
ON NORTH FIRST STREET 
IN PANORA ACROSS FROM 
THE LIBRARY THAT A NEW 
BUSINESS WAS OPENING IN 
MARCH. WHAT IS IT? 

A: The business is called Old Soul Mil-
lennial or “OSM.” It will sell items rang-
ing from vintage to modern and used to 
new for the entire family. Owner Brandi 
Rockwell has been operating her busi-
ness out of her home and, in the past, 
from the Panora Mercantile building.  

Q: I SAW A DELINQUENT WATER 
BILL NOTICE ON THE DOOR 
TO THE OLD HOUSE OF BEE 
BUILDING AT 101 E. MAIN ST. 
IN PANORA. WHAT’S UP WITH 
THAT BUILDING?  

A: On Jan. 31, employees of the City of 
Panora shut off the water supply to the 
building, which is now owned by Ravina 
Homes, LLC of Des Moines. According 
to the workers, the water line inside the 
building had frozen, so the decision was 
made to shut the water off completely. 
The “Delinquent Water Bill Notice” was 
posted on the front door of the build-
ing, dated Jan. 29, but has now been re-
moved. Panora City Administrator Lisa 
Grossman was contacted for additional 
information but said the city is not at lib-
erty to publicly provide further detail. n

ASK Submit your questions to 
shane@dmcityview.com. 

STORAGE • CAR WASH • SALOON
SERVICE BAY SERVICE BAY 
NOW AVAILABLENOW AVAILABLE
• Boat Repair & Winterizing
• Car Repair/Oil Changes

• UTVs and Small Engine Repair

LARGE STORAGE UNITS:
15’x50’  15’x35’  15’x30’

SMALL STORAGE UNITS:
10’x15’  10’x10’

Valet indoor parking available
Outdoor storage available inside a secure fenced area

Call or visit our website for more information

www.Shootout-Storage.com
(712) 249-0041 • 3571 310th St., Dexter, IA

Located 20 minutes SE of Panora

Open Every Day Except Monday & Tuesday

GROCERIES  
LOCALLY

Shop forShop for

We handle large orders for family  
gatherings and get togethers.   
ORDER AHEAD FOR PARTY TRAYS! FOR PARTY TRAYS!

We have a wide 
selection of beef, pork 
and chicken. Our meat 
is fresh and our prices  

are great.

OUR MEAT IS Fresh & Affordable!Fresh & Affordable!

OUR LIQUOR DEPARTMENT is Stocked!is Stocked!

601 E. Main St., Panora • (641) 755-2213
Open Monday-Saturday 7-9, Sunday 8-8

200 State St., Guthrie Center • (641) 747-2291
Open Monday-Saturday 7-8, Sunday 7-7
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BAGLEY

Bagley United Methodist Church
401 Main Street, PO Box 40

JAMAICA

Jamaica Union Church
409 Van Nest St., Jamaica
Sunday School: 9 a.m.
Sunday Service: 10 a.m.

LINDEN

Linden United Methodist Church
106 N. Evans St., Linden
641-439-2458

PANORA

Church Of The Brethren
2946 200th Road, Panora 
641-755-3800
Sunday School: 8:45 a.m.
Sunday Service: 9:45 a.m.

Fountain of Life Church
2322 Wagon Road, Panora 
www.folcpanora.com
641-755-2322
Sunday Service: 10 a.m.

Saint Cecilia Catholic Church
220 N. First St., Panora 
www.st-mary-patrick-cecilia.com
641-747-3843
Catholic Mass: Sunday 8:15; Wednesday 
and Thursday 8 a.m.
Confession: Sunday – 7:30 a.m., 
Wednesday and Thursday – 7:45 a.m.
Adoration: Tuesday 3:30 – 4:30 p.m.

Saint Thomas Lutheran Church
2106 Highway 4, Panora 
http://panoralutheran.com 
641-755-2051
Sunday School /Adult Bible Study: 9 
a.m.
Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Tuesday – 11 a.m.

Panora United Methodist Church
119 E. Main St., P.O. Box 601, Panora 
www.panoraumc.org
641-755-2655
Sunday Service: 9:30 a.m.

Calvary Chapel Of  
The Raccoon River Valley
604 E. Main St., Panora
www.calvaryraccoon.com
641-755-4268
Sunday service: 10 a.m.

Faith Bible Church
2096 Highway 4, Panora
www.fbcpanora.com
641-755-3034
Sunday Service: 9 am
Wednesday Bible Study: 6:30 p.m.

First Christian Church
102 E. Church St., Panora
www.panorafcc.org
641-755-2227

Sunday School: 9 a.m.,  
Sunday Service: 10 a.m.
Wednesday: God’s Squad, AWANA 6 
p.m.

Lighthouse Assembly of God Church
400 S.E. Third St., Panora
www.panoralighthouseassemblyofgod.com
641-755-3060
Sunday School: 9 a.m.,  
Sunday Service: 10 a.m.
Wednesday: Children/Youth 7 p.m.

Lutheran Church of Hope
5405 Chimra Road, Panora
515-222-1520

YALE

Yale Church of Christ
304 Lincoln, Yale
church-of-christ.org
641-439-2300 n

AREA CHURCH GUIDE
 SUBMIT CHANGES OR UPDATES TO SHANE@DMCITYVIEW.COM

Welcoming Realtor Ben Hayes to our team!
Ben's focus will be on land, acreage & farm real estate.

Announcing Leslie Anderson as Sunset Realty's  
newest licensed Realtor.

218 W. Main Street, Panora, IA 50216  641.755.2377  sunsetrealtyia.com  Licensed to sell real estate in Iowa.

Here we GROW again!
Ben

Angie

Leslie

Laura

Dave
Stay 

Connected!
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Be the first to respond with the correct answer to the 

location of this photo and receive a certificate for a free 

coffee at Crafty’s Coffee and Gifts in Panora.

WHERE IS IT?

The answer to last month’s photo is the architecture on 

the peak of the porch on the house at 201 S.E. Eighth St. in 

Panora, which is owned by Tim and Lisa Randall. Have a 

guess on where the object in this month’s photo is? Have one to 

submit for future issues? Send to shane@dmcityview.com. n

LAST MONTH’S PHOTO

No matter how your car 
gets damaged, we’ll 
make sure it gets fixed 
right. No short cuts. 
No compromises. And 
remember, where you 
get your car repaired is 
NOT your insurance company’s decision, it’s yours.

So make the right choice.  
Olson’s Body & Paint, we do that!

Auto Collision Repair Services • Auto Paint Services  
Auto Body Work

RELIABLE  RELIABLE  
AUTO AUTO BODY BODY 

SERVICESSERVICES
SINCE 1980

42 YEARS OF SERVICE

Call today for a FREE ESTIMATE

515-987-1735

555 W Hickman Rd, Waukee 

mailto:shane@dmcityview.com
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Special to Panora Times

The Panora Chamber of Commerce 
announced the hiring of Erica Mat-
thies to fill the role of Chamer Coordi-
nator.

“I run Lakeside Massage and Body-
works, and Restore Wellness Studio, 
on the east end of town,” Matthies 
said. “I had taken some business ad-
ministration classes prior to going to 
massage school. Then I had recently 
had to take some time off from my 
full-time massaging due to a work-
out injury. I had already been taking 
classes in the last three years regard-
ing marketing and design. So, when 
I was forced to doing less hands-on 
work, I transitioned over to doing 
more marketing work.”

Matthies has prior experience in 
events and promotion.

“I also worked 
for a small pri-
vate school in Des 
Moines, in their 
business office, 
and worked a lot 
of event coordi-
nation there,” she 
said. “I’m excited 
to use those skills 
and put them to 
the test here in 
Panora.”

The Matthies family moved to Pan-
ora nearly four years ago, and she’s 
eager to take on the new role with the 
chamber.

“My husband, John, works for 
SiteOne Landscape Supply out of Des 
Moines, and I have two twin daugh-
ters, Knox and Lenox, and they go to 
preschool here in Panora,” she said. n

BUSINESS NEWS

MATTHIES HIRED  
AS PANORA CHAMBER 
COORDINATOR

Erica  
Matthies

DON’T GET BUGGED DON’T GET BUGGED 
THIS SUMMERTHIS SUMMER

Dale Hochreiter: 641-757-0605
Max Monthei  •  Jamie Galivan

Panora, IA

GIVE US A CALL, WE HANDLE THEM ALL!

Locally owned and operatedLocally owned and operated
——

Free estimates and no contractsFree estimates and no contracts
— — 

Licensed and InsuredLicensed and Insured
——

All work is guaranteedAll work is guaranteed
——

Products used are people Products used are people 
and pet friendlyand pet friendly

WE RID YOUR HOME OF:
ANTS & FLIES

BED BUGS
WASPS

COCKROACHES
SPIDERS 

RODENTS
& MORE! 

I also offer quality mosquito, tick, and flea I also offer quality mosquito, tick, and flea 
control for your yard or outdoor space. Perfect control for your yard or outdoor space. Perfect 

for your next outdoor party or gathering!for your next outdoor party or gathering!

HarmannHarmann
Excavating

LEAVE THE LEAVE THE 
HARD WORK HARD WORK 
TO US! TO US! 

Matt Harmann, Owner

WATER & SEWER

TRENCHING

BACKHOE SERVICE

BASEMENTS

TRUCKING

641-755-3640 • Cell 641-757-0907

CALL FOR 
SNOW 

REMOVAL!
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LEARNING TO DO, DOING TO LEARN, 
EARNING TO LIVE, LIVING TO SERVE. 

AC/GC FFA

111 S 4th Street - Guthrie Center
641-332-2263 | robertcarrinsurance.comRobert Carr

1507 State St.,  
Guthrie Center

641-332-2333
www.gcqualitymeats.com

200 State St. | Guthrie Center 
641-747-2291

2164 Hwy 25 | Guthrie Center | 641-332-2198

Becky Benton
State Street Insurance

Guthrie Center, IA 50115
(641) 747-3678 
FAX (641) 747-2241

505 E. Main St. • Panora • 641-755-2400
413 State St. • Guthrie Center • 641-332-2218

207 N. Fifth St. | Guthrie Center | 641-332-2216

403 State St, Guthrie Center | 641-332-2000
WWW.PANORAFIBER.COM

CALVERT LANGGAARD 
& CO. PLLC

Lisa Calvert CPA & Sarah Langgaard CPA

306 State Street - Guthrie Center    |    641-332-2115

HAVER LUMBER HAVER LUMBER 
COMPANYCOMPANY

Ed Haver, OwnerEd Haver, Owner
301 S. 3rd St., Guthrie Center301 S. 3rd St., Guthrie Center

641-747-3747641-747-3747
haverlbr@netins.nethaverlbr@netins.net

405 State St., Guthrie Center | 641-747-8207

(641) 755-2211
219 E. Main St., Panora

www.TwiggFuneralHome.com

2305 Maple Avenue  Guthrie Center 
641-747-3152 | www.gcvetservices.com

(641) 332-2310
2003 State St., Guthrie Center

Breakfast 
& Lunch

iCountry View Estates
100 Industrial Road, Guthrie Center

641-332-2129

Front Row: Blaise Tallman, Gavin Sloss, 
Jarrett McClain, Tucker Carroll, Belle 
Fagan, Carley Fagan, Bo Arrasmith
Second Row: Emmarae Ellis, Isabelle 
Rouse, Shay Lemke, Will Kading, Xander 
Harwood, Hunter Mohr
Third Row: Angel Martinez, Hali 
Klingenberg, Casey Young, Chase 
Slaybaugh, Weston Hambleton, Bryce Betts
Fourth Row: Ava Sneller, Lucy Knutter, 
Irelyn Wirt, Gracie Hodges, Caydence 
Boals, Camdyn Richter, Brexton Schneider, 
Carter Dinkla
Fifth Row: Laurin Davis, Nora Langgaard, 
Montana Douglas, Carter Railsback, 
Garrett Lemke, Colt Douglas, Ty Ganzer 
Sixth Row: Lilly Rochholz, Piper Downing, 
Meranda Gruber, Rylee Robson, Lilah 
Heinz, Allison Drake, Calleigh Wolfe
Not Pictured: Presley Buttler, Nate Chance, 
Tyler Kintz, Tegan Slaybaugh, Ty Thomas, 
Cole Van Meter, Jack Sheeder, Collin 
Stringham, Carter Richter, Stella Largent

WWW.BIGGREENUMBRELLAMEDIA.COM
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BEEF ROYALTY

BY RICH WICKS
Panora Times

On Jan. 27, a packed house estimated 
in excess of 200 people was on hand at 
the Guthrie County Fairgrounds for the 
annual Guthrie County Cattlemen’s Ban-
quet. 

One of the highlights of the banquet is 

the annual crowning of Guthrie County’s 
Beef Queen and Beef Princess. 2023 Beef 
Queen Hayden Coffman and 2023 Beef 
Princess Reagan Carney told of their ap-
preciation for the opportunity to serve 
in their roles for the past year. They then 
passed their crowns on to 2024 Beef 
Queen Shay Lemke and 2024 Beef Prin-
cess Paige Van Meter. n

SPECIAL TO LAKE PANORAMA TIMES 

2023 Beef Queen Hayden Coffman, 2024 Beef Queen Shay Lemke, 2024 Beef 
Princess Paige Van Meter and 2023 Beef Princess Reagan Carney.

OVER $313,000 DONATED TO LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS SINCE 2017!

Next meeting: 
Tuesday, Feb. 27

5:30-7:30
St. Mary’s Catholic Church

Parish Hall
603 Main St., 

Guthrie Center

102 Women 
on a Mission

Looking to be involved and contribute to the community?

BECOME A 
MEMBER TODAY!

Meet new people, make new friends!
• Quarterly meetings
• Local organization benefit
• Each member $100/quarter
•  One organization benefits per quarter after 

vote receiving over $10,000!
• Members nominate organization

Email 10squaredgc@gmail.com to sign up today!

Follow Facebook for group details & meetings!
/10squaredwomengc

MAY 28 | 5:30 p.m. at Twin Vines

AUGUST 27 | 5:30 p.m. at Twin Vines

NOVEMBER 19 | 5:30 p.m. at TBD

Give us a call or stop by and see what we can do for you!

www.foxcountertopsdsm.com  |  10052 Justin Drive Suite A, Urbandale  |  515-410-1316  |  info@foxcountertops.com

Had a great experience with Fox Countertops! To start, their designer made the selection 
process quick and easy. Her eye for what we were looking for to match our vision was spot on. 
The install process also went extremely well. We chose a quartz countertop and after install 
the seams were barely noticeable - it turned out beautifully! Highly recommend. - Jennifer G

What our customers say:

We will walk you through the process and answer any questions you 
have. Our attention to detail, customer service and reliability is what 
has people coming back and referring their friends!

Over 20 years of countertop & 
customer service experience. Fox Countertops 

is expanding to 
Omaha!

More information 
coming soon
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Dine-in | Takeout

Located on Hwy 44 | 600 E Main St, Panora (641) 755-4264

SandwichesSandwiches
Wraps • Ice CreamWraps • Ice Cream

PATTY MELT

ALL YOU CAN EAT FISH FRY, 
EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT 5-8 PM

SHAKE OF THE MONTH
RED VELVET SHAKE

MON-THURS 11-7, 
FRI-SAT 11-8, 
SUN 11-4

DAILY SPECIALS DAILY SPECIALS 
offered weekdays

Dr. Eric Ash, renowned family 
medicine physician, wishes 

you a Happy New Year. 

Schedule a Medicare 
annual wellness visit or 

preventative exam today

FAMILY MEDICINE 
EXPERTS & SOLUTIONS
FOR OUR NEIGHBORS & FRIENDS FOR DECADES. 

319 E Main Street, Panora
www.dallascohospital.org   641.755.2121

an affiliate of
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Monday - Wednesday 8AM - 5PM 
Thursday 8AM - 6PM  
Friday 8AM - 5:30PM 
Saturday 9AM - 12PM

1507 State St.,  
Guthrie Center
www.gcqualitymeats.com

&

MIDWEST MADE & PRODUCED PRODUCTS
&

FRESH MEAT COUNTER 
RETAIL STORE

Shop Online!Scan to view our entire 
list of Midwest made 
and produced products.
We deliver straight 
to your home. 

BUY YOUR MEAT
IN BULK! 

STATE OF THE ART 
CUSTOM AND 

STATE INSPECTED 
PROCESSING 

FACILITY
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DISCLAIMER: This publication does not 
knowingly accept advertising that is 
deceptive, fraudulent, or which might 
otherwise violate the law or accepted 
standards of taste. However, this 
publication does not warrant or guarantee 
the accuracy of any advertisement, or 
the quality of the goods or services 
advertised. Readers are cautioned 
to thoroughly investigate all claims 
made in any advertisement and to 
use good judgment and reasonable 
care, particularly when dealing with 
persons unknown to you who ask for 
money in advance of delivery of the 
goods or services advertised. 

FOR SALE

Corn stock bales. $40 each and 2012 
F250 4-door cab 4x4 pickup, 6.2 gas 
engine, 122,000 miles, $25,000. Call Joe 
Whetstone at 641-740-0037.

FOR SALE

Like new! Diawa Tatula SV baitcasting 
reel and Scheels Ibesu rod. Used 2 times. 
I’ve decided that I don’t get along well 
with baitcasting equipment. Over $300 
new and these are just like new! Asking 
$175. Call Denny Rowedder at 641-431-1717.

FOR SALE

MANUFACTURED HOMES, (2024, Vinyl/ 
Shingled. 2Br start at $39,999). (16x80) 
(3Br- 2Ba.) $69,999. (28X64) (4Br-2Ba) 
$79,999. Delivered Factory-Direct, E. Of 
I-35, North of I-80, to Minnesota Border. 
319-239-1920. (mcn)

WANT TO BUY

WANT TO BUY your manufactured or 
mobile home 1990 and newer CENTURY 
HOMES of OSKALOOSA 641-672-2344(mcn)

AUTOMOBILES

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all cars! Junk, 
high-end, totaled – it doesn’t matter! Get 
free towing and same day cash! NEWER 
MODELS too! Call 1-877-978-2510. (mcn)

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DONATE IT 
TO PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free pick up. 
All 50 States. Patriotic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans find work or start their own 
business. Call 24/7: 844-913-2887. (mcn)

Get your deduction ahead of the year-
end! Donate your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually impaired. 
Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup 

and secure a generous year-end tax 
credit. Call Heritage for the Blind Today 
at 1-855-977-7030 today! (mcn)

Make a tax-savvy move this holiday 
season and year-end! Donate your car, 
truck, boat, RV, and more to champion 
our veterans. Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure a generous 
year-end tax deduction. Call Veteran Car 
Donations at 1-888-429-2331 today! (mcn)

BUSINESS 

OPPORTUNITIES

FREE REPORT reveals The Only Way Left 
For The Little Guy To Earn A Large Income 
From Home In This Economy. Call Now! 
FREE 24-hour recorded message (877) 
634-4326 Code SO1(mcn)

CABLE/INTERNET

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year Price 
Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 channels 
and 3 months free premium movie 
channels! Free next day installation! 
Call 855-824-1258. (mcn)

FREE high-speed internet for those 
that qualify. Government program 
for recipients of select programs incl. 
Medicaid, SNAP, Housing Assistance, WIC, 
Veterans Pension, Survivor Benefits, 
Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet service. 
Bonus offer: Android tablet FREE with 
one-time $20 copay. Free shipping & 
handling. Call Maxsip Telecom today! 
1-866-443-3789. (mcn)

DIRECTV Sports Pack. 3 Months on Us! 
Watch pro and college sports LIVE. Plus 
over 40 regional and specialty networks

included. NFL, College Football, MLB, NBA, 
NHL, Golf and more. Some restrictions 
apply. Call DIRECTV 1-866-296-1409. (mcn)

Switch to DISH and get up to a $300 
gift card! Plus get the Multisport pack 
included for a limited time! Hurry, call 
for details: 1-855-434-0020. (mcn)

FINANCIAL

The COVID crisis has cost us all something. 
Many have lost jobs and financial security. 
Have $10K In Debt? Credit Cards.

Medical Bills. Car Loans. Call NATIONAL 
DEBT RELIEF! We can help! Get a FREE debt 
relief quote: Call 1-866-552-0649. (mcn)

HEALTH & MEDICAL

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 

Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance -NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all the details! 
1-855-973-9175 www.dental50plus.com/
midwest #6258. (mcn)

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CANCER and 65+? 
You may qualify for a substantial cash 
award. NO obligation! We’ve recovered 
millions. Let us help!! Call 24/7, 1-866-
533-1701. (mcn)

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS! 
Discover Oxygen Therapy That Moves 
with You with Inogen Portable Oxygen 
Concentrators. FREE information kit. Call 
855-846-4036. (mcn)

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 
844-716-2411. (mcn)

Become a Published Author. We want to 
Read Your Book! Dorrance Publishing-
Trusted by Authors Since 1920. Book 
manuscript submissions currently being 
reviewed. Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, Promotion 
and Distribution. Call for Your Free 
Author̀ s Guide 1-877-516-0706 or visit 
dorranceinfo.com/Midwest (mcn)

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare 
Cancellation Experts. Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees cancelled in 
2019. Get free informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 450 positive 
reviews. Call 877-326-1608. (mcn)

Safe Step. North Americas #1 Walk-In 
Tub. Comprehensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited time! Call 
today! Financing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-844-290-5083. (mcn)

Switch and save up to $250/year on 
your talk, text and data. No contract 
and no hidden fees. Unlimited talk and 
text with flexible data plans. Premium 
nationwide coverage. 100% U.S. based 
customer service. For more information, 
call 1-888-909-7338. (mcn)

The bathroom of your dreams in as 
little as 1 day. Limited Time Offer - 
$1000 off or No Payments and No 

Interest for 18 months for customers 
who qualify. BCI Bath & Shower. Many 
options available. Quality materials 
& professional installation. Senior & 
Military Discounts Available. Call Today! 
1-833-618-1178. (mcn)

Replace your roof with the best looking 
and longest lasting material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles and 
multiple colors available. Guaranteed 
to last a lifetime! Limited Time Offer up 
to 50% off installation + Additional 10% 
off install (for military, health workers 
& 1st responders.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 
1-844-907-2386. (mcn)

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT? Don’t Accept 
the insurance company’s first offer. 
Many injured parties are entitled to 
cash settlements in the $1000’s. Get a 
free evaluation to see what your case 
is really worth. 100% Free Evaluation. 
Call Now: 1-888-767-0798(mcn)

YOU MAY QUALIFY for disability benefits 
if you have are between 52-63 years 
old and under a doctor’s care for a 
health condition that prevents you 
from working for a year or more. Call 
now! 1-888-924-0449. (mcn)

WANT TO BUY

Buying and selling silver bars, silver 
dollars, rare coins, gold coins, gold 
jewelry, any gold-silver items, collector 
coins, currency. Kuehl’s Coins, Fairmont, 
MN, 507-235-3886/507-399-9982. (mcn)

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR MEN’S SPORT 
WATCHES! Rolex, Breitling, Omega, 
Patek Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT, 
Submariner, Speedmaster.. Call: 866-
314-9742. (mcn)

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUITARS! 1920-
1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, 
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker, 
Prairie State, D’Angelico, Stromberg. 
And Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 866-
470-1643. (mcn)

HEALTH & FITNESS

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic 
Pills SPECIAL $99.00.100% guaranteed. 
24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos 
Español (ACP)

Dental insurance from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400+ procedures. Real dental 
insurance - not just a discount plan. Get 
your freeInformation Kit with details! 
1-855-526-1060 www.dental50plus.

com/ads #6258 (ACP)

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen 
One G4 is capable of full 24/7 oxygen 
delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free info kit. 
Call 877-929-9587 (ACP)

HOME SERVICES

Aging Roof? New Homeowner? Got Storm 
Damage? You need a local expert provider 
that proudly stands behind their work. 
Fast, free estimate. Financing available. 
Call 1-888-878-9091 (ACP)

Water damage cleanup & restoration: 
A small amount of water can lead to 
major damage and mold growth in 
your home. Our trusted professionals 
do complete repairs to protect your 
family and your home’s value! Call 
24/7: 1-888-872-2809 (ACP)

MISCELLANEOUS

Prepare for power outages today with a 
Generac Home Standby Generator. Act 
now to receive a FREE 7-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase* Call 1-855-
948-6176 today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a generator. It’s a 
power move. (ACP)

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. Schedule 
free LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-833-610-1936 (ACP)

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little 
as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months!Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts available.Call: 855-
761-1725 (ACP)

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! 
Help and Support our Veterans. Fast - 
FREE pick up. 100% tax deductible. Call 
1-800-245-0398 (ACP)

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast internet 
no matter where you live. 25 Mbps just 
$59.99/mo! Unlimited Data is Here. 
Stream Video. Bundle TV & Internet. 
Free Installation.Call 866-499-0141 (ACP)

Become a published author. We want 
to read your book! Dorrance Publishing 
trusted since 1920. Consultation, 
production, promotion & distribution. 
Call for free author’s guide 1-877-729-
4998 or visit dorranceinfo.com/ads (ACP)

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 
High Speed Internet.Free Installation, 

Smart HD DVR Included, Free Voice 
Remote. Some restrictions apply.Promo 
Expires 12/31/24. 1-866-479-1516 (ACP)

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-in 
tub. Comprehensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation and service. 
Now featuring our free shower package 
& $1600 off - limited time! Financing 
available. 1-855-417-1306 (ACP)

MobileHelp, America’s premier mobile 
medical alert system. Whether you’re 
home or away. For safety & peace of 
mind. No long term contracts! Free 
brochure! 1-888-489-3936 (ACP)

Free high speed internet if qualified. 
Govt. pgm for recipients of select pgms 
incl. Medicaid, SNAP, Housing Assistance, 
WIC, Veterans Pension, Survivor Benefits, 
Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet. Android 
tablet free w/one-time $20 copay. Free 
shipping. Call Maxsip Telecom! 1-833-
758-3892 (ACP)

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare 
Cancellation ExpertsOver $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt & fees cancelled in 
2019. Get free info package & learn 
how to get rid of your timeshare! Free 
consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. 
833-308-1971 (ACP)

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most local 
MLB Games! Choice Package $89.99/
mo for 12 mos Stream on 20 devices at 
once. HBO Max included for 3 mos (w/
Choice Package or higher.) No contract 
or hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. 
Call IVS 1-866-859-0405 (ACP)

Diagnosed with lung cancer & 65+? 
You may qualify for a substantial cash 
award. No obligation! We’ve recovered 
millions. Let us help! Call 24/7 1-877-
707-5707 (ACP)

Replace your roof w/the best looking 
& longest lasting material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles & multiple 
colors available. Guaranteed to last a 
lifetime! Limited Time Offer up to 50% 
off install + Additional 10% off install 
(military, health & 1st responders.) 
1-833-370-1234 (ACP)

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, 
custom bath or shower in as little as one 
day. For a limited time, we’re cutting 
installation costs in half and offering a 
FREE safety upgrade! Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and vary by 
dealer. Offer ends 3/31/24 Call 1-844-
501-3208 n

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
SUBMIT FREE CLASSIFIEDS AT WWW.PANORATIMES.COM. 
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